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was passed to prevent their use. But trade
once more took its natural course, and dyes
which by Act of Parliament had been declared
to be " to the great deceit, hurt, and hindrance
of the King's liege people " were freely utilised.
Among the new industries set up in England
about this time the manufacture of pins and
needles may be mentioned. A statute on the
subject of pins gives us something of an insight
into the making of the pins of the period. No
person was to " put to sale " any that were not
" double-headed, and had their heads soldered
fast to the shank and well smooth, the shank
well shaven, the point well and round and filed
and sharpened." The needle manufacture was
the monopoly of a native of India, and when he
died the art was lost until a later date. Great
improvements were made in the leather industry
also, but again Parliament endeavoured to
stop the advance. When it was found that
tanners were able to put the tanning process
through in from three to six weeks, an Act was
passed directing them not to sell hides that
had not been nine months in the tan pit. Soap
making became an English industry about this
time, Bristol producing a mottled soap and
London a white soap, but large quantities were
still imported from abroad. The manufacture
of glass was also introduced at this period.
Henry's want of conscience in money matters
cost him his popularity, and set the men of
trade and commerce against him. The debasing
of the currency had a serious effect upon prices,
and, as wages did not rise in proportion, the
working people were sufferers. The King's